M-F: 9am-5pm
Sat: 10am-5pm
Sun: 1pm-5pm
ADMISSION
Members: FREE
Abington residents: FREE
Adults: $3, Children 2 and older: $2

Become a Member and Receive:

• 20% program discount
• Advance registration for summer camps
• Invitations to members-only events
• Discounted/free admission to select
nature centers across the nation and more!

Briar Bush has a variety of educational
programs for all ages.
Calendar starts on page 5!
Coming soon in September—Feather
Our Nest 2018! Page 2

Learn more about some friendly
new faces you’ll see at Briar Bush.
See Whoo’s New on page 3.

Newsletter and Calendar
Transformation Underway
Renovation of the Griscom Bird Observatory continues as we head into summer
and fall. The cabin interior has now been remodeled and cleaned. The bathroom
has been expanded to be ADA accessible. Once the environmentally friendly
linoleum flooring is installed and the bird feeders and the water feature are up
and running, the cabin will be open for educational programs.
The next phase, creating new exhibits to enhance the learning experience for
visitors, will occur in the fall. The completed new exhibits will teach the basics
of bird identification, focusing on the birds of Briar Bush. You’ll get a chance to
explore citizen science programs and opportunities, like the Great Backyard Bird
Count, as well as web-based tools like eBird, which help you keep track of what
you see. The exhibit will provide guidance on what you can do in your own yard
to attract and sustain birds, and a corner will be dedicated to free play for young
children. Although this new space will be transformed into an updated, more
sophisticated teaching space, the cozy charm of the original Griscom charm will
still shine through and be preserved.

Briar Bush says goodbye
to a dear friend. See
Community Corner on
page 4.

Need to get away for the day? Join us
on a birding excursion to Bombay
Hook or one of our other
Great Escapes! page 7

L. Karney/FWS

www.briarbush.org

This project was made possible by a generous matching grant from IMLS
(The Institute of Museum and Library Services). A capital campaign of the
Friends of Briar Bush is currently underway to help match the grant.
Stay tuned for more on progress.
215-887-6603

Briar Bush News and Information
Whoo Done it?
The exquisite Briar Bush Feather Collection has suddenly disappeared, and we need your help to find the
missing feathers and the culprit! Explore the rooms of Cairnwood Estate to search for clues to the
whereabouts of these feathers and the thief, amidst a bounty of auction items and plentiful drinks and food.

Whoo Done it? Was it…
...the elegant Ms. Priscilla Peacock, compelled by her obsession with all things teal?
...the warbling songstress-maid Ms. Betty Black-and-White, driven by her staunch beliefs

of what is right and wrong?
...the obstinate Colonel Gar-Lique Mustard, exhibiting his stubbornness and intrusive behavior?
...the mild-mannered environmentalist, Ms. Eva Green, subtle yet strongly principled about
eco-friendly practices?
...the world-renowned naturalist, Professor Pierre Plumeria, driven by his fascination of feathers?
...the sultry Ms. Scarlet McAwe, driven by jealousy of beauty surpassing hers?

Everyone is a suspect! Trust no one. Help us solve the mystery and locate the feathers.
It takes feathers to feather our nest....

Join us for the

28th Annual Feather Our Nest
Auction and Gala
Friday, September 21, 2018
6:30-10:30 pm
Cairnwood Estate in
Bryn Athyn

Dress as your favorite CLUE character! Join us for a fun night
out without the kids. This is Briar Bush’s biggest fundraiser of the
year. Heavy hors d'oeuvres, open bar, live and silent auction, and
unique entertainment provided by Briar Bush educators. For tickets
and more information, visit us online or call 215-887-6603.
New this year– check the website for auction items.
www.briarbush.org
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Whoo’s New at Briar Bush?
Briar Bush welcomes Connie Sanchez to the team, managing development and
engagement! Throughout her career, she has served as an educator, data specialist,
bird conservationist, and more. She comes to us most recently from the National
Audubon Society. Connie holds a B.S. in Ecology and Evolution from the University
of Rochester and a M.S.in Biology from Fort Hays State University in Kansas, with
research focused on migrant birds. Throughout all her experiences, she has developed a
passion for connecting people of all ages with nature. A native of New Jersey, Connie
currently resides in Roslyn with her two boys and her husband Ian, a music teacher.
She is looking forward to sharing her love of science and nature with the community.

Camp Counselors

Joining us for the summer...

Billy Grande is back as a Camp Counselor leading our Seedlings and Saplings Camps.

Briar Bush staff is thrilled to have Billy with us teaching camp for a fourth year! He’s
creative, caring, and organized. As a former camper, Camp Aide, and Receptionist at the
front desk, Billy knows Briar Bush from the inside out. He’s entering his senior year at
West Chester University where he is studying Early Grades Education with a minor in
Mathematics.
Also joining us this summer as Camp Counselor is Kassandra Villone.
Currently a graduate student in Clinical Psychology at Widener University, Kassandra
enjoys working with children and exploring the outdoors. She has travelled far and wide,
immersing herself in various cultures across different countries. Kassandra will be
bringing her diverse experience to Briar Bush this summer, where she hopes to teach,
learn, and most of all have fun. When she’s not counseling, you can find her writing
music or watching B-movies with her friends. Kassandra is excited to be part of the
Briar Bush team and is looking forward to a great summer!

Volunteer Interns

Jill O’Neill joins the team as our Communications Intern. She is a Jenkintown resident

who is going into her last semester at St. Joseph’s University with the intention to
graduate with a Bachelors of Arts in Communication Studies. While Communication
Studies is her main focus she also has a love for Theatre and enjoys to see productions of
all kinds. She also enjoys spending time with her family and friends and trying new foods.

Robert Campion joins us as the Animal Care Intern.

Currently studying Ecology and Evolution at the University of Pittsburgh, with a
minor in Chemistry, and certificates in GPS and GIS and Sustainability, he’s hoping
to gain valuable experience both working up-close with animal handling and seeing
the work that goes into running a nature center! When not at Briar Bush or his other
job, he loves being out with his dog on walks or going on long hikes. He enjoys
gardening and is helping his family raise honeybees and chicks in his backyard. He
also always enjoys reading or just relaxing and watching a movie.

Willow Neske continues her volunteer service, as the Conservation Intern. Currently

entering her senior year in high school, Willow’s interests in nature developed at a
young age and were further nurtured by her parents, through camping, fishing, and
hiking adventures. Realizing she wanted to be involved in service benefitting Abington’s
own natural lands, she sought out Briar Bush opportunities as a rising sophomore.
Willow is excited to help Briar Bush advance its mission of conservation.
www.briarbush.org
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Briar Bush News and Information
Meet Abby, The Striped Skunk! by Educator Katie Fisk

Creature Feature

Abby was named for the township of Abington by long time animal
care volunteer, Sandy Fischer. She is from Utah, where she was found
in the road after her mother and siblings had been killed by a car. Abby
was unharmed, but was brought into a wildlife rehabilitator because
she was only 4 weeks old. However, by Utah state law, any “pest”
animal brought in to a wildlife rehab cannot be released. Instead of
having to be put to sleep, Abby found a home here at Briar Bush.
Unfortunately, because skunks are a rabies vector species (RVS), the
PA Game Commission prohibits the public from coming into contact
with education skunks. Abby herself is a very low risk individual, as
she has been in captivity since the age of 4 weeks and has had rabies
vaccinations. Even though you may not be able to pet Abby, just
seeing a skunk up close is a new experience for many who would
normally run away at the sight of those black and white stripes!
More about Skunks
Three other skunk species live in the United States besides the striped skunk: hooded and hognose skunks,
which inhabit the Southwest; and the spotted skunk, found over much of the country, but in the East, north
only to southwestern Pennsylvania.. Not surprisingly, pretty much no mammals eat skunks unless they are
starving. The biggest predator of skunks is the great-horned owl, as they have virtually no sense of smell.
(Fun fact: great-horned owls that come in to wildlife rehab centers typically reek of skunk!) A skunk’s best
sense is its sense of touch, which it uses when feeling for prey as it digs in the dirt.
…And because of their digging for food, skunks are considered beneficial to farmers because they eat crop
pests such as grubs, grasshoppers, beetles, mice, and voles!

Community Corner
Tribute to a Longtime Friend
The Briar Bush community says goodbye to a dedicated volunteer and
long-time friend. Roberta McLean, age 90, of Abington, passed away
peacefully on Monday, April 2, 2018 at Brandywine Living at Dresher
Estates. Briar Bush Nature Center was a second home to Roberta,
where she volunteered for over 25 years. Roberta began as a trail guide,
became the Center’s Volunteer Coordinator, chaired and was a member
of the Board of Directors for thirteen years. She also chaired the
Nominating Committee and was a charter member of the Griscom
Society.
The Briar Bush team extends their heartfelt condolences to Roberta’s
family and friends. Roberta touched the lives of so many at Briar Bush
and shared her love of learning with those around her. She will be
missed by many. Through her volunteerism and caring, though, her
legacy will be everlasting here at Briar Bush.
www.briarbush.org
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Children’s Programs
Advance registration is required. Please register by program number. Members
receive a 20% discount. Abington residents receive a 10% discount.

Magic Mornings

School’s Out? Get Outside!

2-4 year olds with adult
10:30 –11:30am
$10/class; $5/additional child in same household

Attention parents! When school is not in session, your children can spend a fun day at Briar
Bush, exploring the outdoors, hanging out with
the animals, playing games and doing nature
crafts. We serve children in Kindergarten
through sixth grade. Programs start at 9am and
go until 3pm. Price is $65 per child. Before and
After Care is available at 8:30am and until 5pm
for an additional fee.
Please register at least one week in advance.
Pack a lunch; snack provided.

Hey toddlers! Bring your favorite adult to Briar
Bush for walks, animals, crafts, games, stories and
more. Snack provided. Each week features a
different topic, which repeats each day that week.

September

Wed

Thurs

Fri

12 (#7)
19 (#10)
26 (#13)

13 (#8)
20 (#11)
27 (#14)

14 (#9)
21 (#12)
28 (#15)
Sept.

October

November

December

3 (#16)
10 (#19)
17 (#22)
24 (#25)
31 (#28)

4 (#17)
11 (#20)
18 (#23)
25 (#26)

5 (#18)
12 (#21)
19 (#24)
26 (#27)

7 (#31)
14 (#34)
28 (#37)

1 (#29)
8 (#32)
15 (#35)
29 (#38)

2 (#30)
9 (#33)
16 (#36)
30 (#39)

5 (#40)
12 (#43)
19 (#46)

6 (#41)
13 (#44)
20 (#47)

7 (#42)
14 (#45)
21 (#48)

Nov.

Date

Holiday

Program #

10
11

Rosh
Hashanah

#118
#119

19

Yom Kippur

#120

6

Election Day

#121

Nature Pioneers
4-5 year olds on their own
Wednesdays 1–2 pm (Register for entire series)
5-day series $50; 4-day series $40;
3-day series $30.
Preschoolers are invited for a month-long series of
all-natural fun, with time spent both inside and out.

Program numbers are in parentheses next to date

www.briarbush.org
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Dates

Program #

Day

Sept.

12, 19, 26

#109

Wed

Oct.

3, 10, 17, 24,31

#110

Wed

Nov.

7, 14, 21, 28

#111

Wed

Dec.

5, 12, 19

#112

Wed

215-887-6603

Programs for All Ages
Hot S’More Nights

Wed nights in July and August, 7-8:30pm $5 per person. Register Online.
Pond-apalooza!
Wednesday, August 1st 7-8:30pm

Go Batty!
Wednesday, July 11th 7-8:30pm
Summer Night BioBlitz
Wednesday, July 18th 7-8:30pm

Edible and Medicinal Plants:
Stories of Plants and People
Wednesday, August 8th 7-8:30pm

Micro Hike
Wednesday, July 25th 7-8:30pm

Skits and Songs at Alverthorpe Park
Wednesday, August 15th 7-8:30pm

Family Nature Nights

For children with autism spectrum disorder, or other sensory processing disorders, and their families.

Friday, October 26, 2018, 6-8pm
Theme: The Color of Nature
Join the Briar Bush staff for a fun night complete with light dinner, animal shows and interactive stations
relating to the theme of the night-all at your own pace! There is no charge for Family Nature Nights.
Space is limited. Please call in advance to register.
Sponsored by Child Development Foundation

Programs for Adults
SAGE (Seasoned Adults Growing Environmentally)

Free for Friends of Briar Bush members and Aging at Home members; all others $5
September 2018 – Katie Fisk
Mammalogy 101
Friday, September 14, 2018
What makes a mammal a mammal? Are bats really flying
rodents? How can you tell what mammal a skull came
from? This month, we'll investigate the answers to all of
these questions in a whales to wolves and deer to dogs
hands-on program. Have a mystery skull at home? Bring
it to the program and you'll learn how to identify it!

October 2018 – Ehren Gross
Astronomy
Friday, October 19, 2018
The October sky is fun to watch. The days are getting
shorter and the nights are getting longer, which means
more stargazing! Come learn to interpret the night sky
and listen to constellation stories with star watcher Ehren
Gross. It's sure to be an out-of-this-world experience!

November 2018 – Melissa Eldridge
Turkey Talk
Friday, November 9, 2018
The side dishes may vary from house to house, but in most homes, you’ll find turkey at the
table on Thanksgiving Day. Why did turkey become a Thanksgiving staple? First, learn more
about these interesting creatures, then find out why they end up on our dinner tables!
www.briarbush.org
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Great Escapes
Join us in exploring some natural and historic locations throughout the region. We’ll be traveling by Briar
Bush van to popular hotspots, local favorites and places well off the beaten path. If activity level is
strenuous, it will be noted in the trip description. Members receive a 20% discount. Abington residents
receive a 10% discount.

Delaware Shore Birding
Bombay Hook, DE
Sat, July 28, 2018
7:15am – at the latest 4pm
$35 | Program #202

Ladew Topiary Gardens
Monkton, MD
Tues, September 25, 2018
8am – 4pm
$57 | Program #203

L. Karney/FWS
Enjoy birding on the Delaware
Coast at Bombay Hook with Wyncote Audubon’s
shorebird (and very patient expert) Lynne Jackson. We
spend the entire time at Bombay Hook taking our time
looking at nesting birds like Black-necked Stilts, Blue
Grosbeaks and Indigo Buntings, but a big part is
checking out the southbound shorebird migration
which is just starting at this time. Depending on how
many birds are around we generally end in early afternoon. Bring lunch and insect repellent.

Enjoy a trip to see some of the area’s most
renowned topiary, including hounds and fox
jumping over the fence and swans riding the
waves of greenery, in addition to a 22-acre
garden and an historic house tour. The Manor
house was built in the 1700s, added onto in
the 1800s, and renovated in the 1900s. It includes The Oval Library, which is considered
by many to be their favorite room in the
house. It contains over 2,500 books, and
visitors are always delighted when the secret
door is revealed. Helen Comstock included
the library in her book One Hundred Most
Beautiful Rooms in America. Bring a lunch or
dine at the Ladew Café.

Start the holiday season in
Pennsylvania Dutch style!
Green Lane, PA
Sat, December 1st, 2018
9am – 3pm
$55 | Program #205
We’ll begin this journey with a visit to the Mennonite
Heritage Center that showcases traveling exhibits and a
permanent Fraktur exhibit. They will have a farm
market and craftsman with items available for the
holidays. After that, we’ll head to the Folklife Museum
at Red Men’s Hall where we’ll be delighted with
traditional Christmas decorations added to collections
of PA Dutch furniture, tools, and textiles. We’ll visit
the Country Store Museum next door. Buy your
holiday gifts at the Market of handmade gifts, vintage
Christmas decorations, vintage books, and postcards. If
you are hungry, take advantage of the roasted peanuts
& chestnuts, cookies, candy and baked goods. Kum
Esse- hot beverages, soups, and sandwiches are
available.

www.briarbush.org
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Hawk Watch Migration
Great Escape “Hack”
Hawk Watch station(s)
TBD
Date & Time TBD
$8 | Program #204

Jamie Stewart

Watch our Facebook and our email shoutouts
for the date and times that we will observe the
annual migration of hawks through our area.
We will join HMANA (Hawk Migration of
North America) senior board members Rich
Conroy and Andy Fayer as they track
migrating hawks and participate in
meaningful citizen science.
Check the website for date and time (It all
depends on the migrants.)

215-887-6603
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Friends of Briar Bush
Members

Briar Bush has amazing
VOLUNTEERS!

The Annual Meeting will be held
Thursday, October 4, 2018 from
5:30-8pm at Briar Bush.
Let your voice be heard as we vote in new Board
members, and enjoy getting to know
your fellow members.
Call 215-887-6603 to RSVP.
Potluck dinner (last name A-I bring a dessert;
J-P bring an appetizer; and Q-Z entree)
Not a member?
What are you waiting for?
Members receive discounts on programs and
invitations to special members-only events.
Join online today at www.briarbush.org, or call us
at 215-887-6603.
Pictured here are just a few of the many
volunteers that make things happen.
Thank you to all the past and current volunteers!
www.briarbush.org
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