Spring Arrivals

The Law

Why are so many young born in the spring?
The answer is food. Nature designed the
newborns to arrive when food is plentiful.
As spring arrives in Pennsylvania, so does a
new generation of wildlife. This is an exciting
time of the year, and you are likely to encounter one of the newest additions to the
Pennsylvania landscape, whether it be in
your backyard, field, or forest. Sometimes
when you encounter newborn wildlife they
appear to be abandoned or injured, and we
often think the humane thing to do is
“rescue” the animal. However, interfering
with wildlife is a serious issue and could end
up doing more harm than good.

Under no circumstances will anyone who illegally takes wildlife into captivity be allowed to
keep that animal, and under a working agreement with state health officials, any “high risk”
rabies vector species confiscated after human
contact must be euthanized and tested; it cannot be returned to the wild because the risk of
spreading disease is too high. ”PGC News Release 5/15

Leave Wildlife Alone

Red Fox Pups

Please do not interfere
with wildlife. Interfering with wildlife espeJacob Dingel
cially newborns may
lead to unintended consequences such as
imprinting or habituation, which may decrease the animal’s chance of survival.
Handling wild animals also puts you and others at risk of injury or contracting diseases
and parasites. Rabies is a disease of concern
because it can be transmitted to people.
Rabies is a virus transmitted to people usually from saliva via the bite of an infected animal. It is nearly 100% fatal without post exposure treatment. All mammals can potentially become infected with the rabies virus.
The major reservoirs of this virus are raccoons, coyotes, skunks, bats, and foxes. It is
best to leave wildlife alone and contact the
Game Commission or a wildlife rehabilitator
if an animal needs help.

“It is illegal to take or possess wildlife from the
wild. Under state law, the penalty for such a
violation is a fine of up to $1,500 per animal.

Wildlife Rehabilitators
Wildlife rehabilitators, licensed by the
Pennsylvania Game Commission, are the only
people allowed to care for injured, sick, or
orphaned wildlife. Wildlife rehabilitators are
highly trained to provide proper nutrition, medical care, and husbandry for wild animals with the
goal of releasing the animals back into their natural habitat. To find a licensed rehabilitator near
you visit the Pennsylvania Association of Wildlife
Rehabilitators (PAWR) website: www.pawr.com,
or contact the Pennsylvania Game Commission.
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Please Leave
Newborn Wildlife
Alone

Deer Fawns and Elk Calves

Cottontail Rabbit Kits

In May or June
Elk Calf
deer and elk seek
secluded cover
(tall grasses or
bushes) to give
birth. In an
attempt to avoid
Mandy Marconi
attracting
predators to her newborn, the elk or deer will
only return to the newborn a few times a day to
nurse (usually dawn and dusk). Since the newborns are left alone for most of the day, you may
stumble upon a fawn or calf and think that it is
abandoned. More often than not, the female is
nearby feeding and the fawn or calf is not abandoned. In order for the newborns to have the
best chance at survival, they remain completely
motionless and rely on their scentless fur dappled in white spots to camouflage them into
their surroundings-this behavior is known as the
“hider strategy”.

Half of all cottontail litters
are born in May or June,
but litters are born March
through September. The
nest is a cup-shaped deMandy Marconi
pression lined with grasses and fur. Finding a nest or seeing kits is common
in backyards. Rabbits typically only feed their kits
at dawn an dusk. If a rabbit nest is found, leave it
alone. If you are concerned it has been abandoned,
you can place a couple strands of string across the
nest and check it the next day for disturbance. The
disturbed string could indicate the female was
there. If you see a small rabbit that has its ears up
and its body fur is full and fluffy then it is old
enough to be on its own (about 16 days old). If a
cat or dog brings you a baby rabbit, than it is probably injured and you should call the Game Commission or wildlife rehabilitator immediately.

Deer Fawn
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Raccoon Cubs

Cottontail Kit

Raccoon Cub

Raccoon cubs are born in
March or April. When cubs
reach about four weeks old
they start joining the female to
look for food, but they are not
large or old enough to be independent until they are three or
four months old. If you see
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raccoon cubs during the day
wandering around without the female, they may
be orphaned, hungry and searching for food. If you
are sure the female is nowhere around or she was
hit by a car, contact the Game Commission or a
wildlife rehabilitator immediately for help. Do NOT
touch these animals because of the possible
exposure to Rabies.

Eastern Bluebird Nestlings
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Fallen Nests and Nestlings
Nestlings are newborn birds partially feathered with their eyes closed. Nestlings found
out of the nest that are alert and opening their
mouth for food can probably be placed back in
their nest. If you find a partially feathered bird
with its eyes closed and not opening its mouth
for food, it may be injured and the Game Commission or a wildlife rehabilitator should be
contacted immediately. If you find a fallen
nestling, you can attempt to securely place it
back where it came from.

Fledglings

Fledglings are young birds that are fully
feathered, have their eyes open, and have just
left the nest on their own or were pushed out.
You may see fledglings on the ground or hopping from branch to branch with the adults
nearby. Fledglings may be heard calling to be
fed because they are usually still being cared
for outside of the nest. This behavior is a normal part of the bird’s development, and it is
best to leave it alone. If you find a fledgling on
the ground where pets or other dangers are
likely to be, you
Yellow Warbler Fledgling
could place it on a
low branch near
the place where
you had found it.
Joe Kosack

