M-F: 9am-5pm
Sat: 10am-5pm
Sun: 1pm-5pm
ADMISSION
Members: FREE
Abington residents: FREE
Adults: $3, Children 2 and older: $2

Become a Member and Receive:

 20% program discount
 Advance registration for summer camps
 Invitations to members-only events
 Discounted/free admission to select
nature centers across the nation and more!

Calendar starts on page 4.
Check out our programs for all ages!

Newsletter and Calendar
Girl Scout Cadettes Soar at Briar Bush
Briar Bush Nature Center would like to congratulate Audrey,
Kathryn, and Charlotte, Cadettes from Girl Scout Troop 7050, for
earning the Girl Scout Silver Award this past fall at Briar Bush Nature
Center. The Girl Scout Silver Award is the highest honor Cadettes can
receive. It requires the Scouts to identify a cause, and to develop and
implement a project that supports the cause while benefitting the community. The primary focus of Troop 7050’s Silver Project was the
design of the mural in the children’s corner of the newly renovated
Griscom Bird Observatory. The mural illustrates seasonal changes in
a forested habitat during different times of day. The lower portion of
the mural was primed with magnetic paint allowing for children to
play creatively with the Cadettes’ hand-drawn magnets of native
Pennsylvania animals. The Girl Scouts also painted native bird silhouettes in the restroom of the observatory; silhouette recognition is an
important skill used by birdwatchers. Both the mural and the silhouettes are beautifully done and will be enjoyed for years to come.
Thank you, Girl Scout Troop 7050 for your time and beautiful work!

Congratulations to our 2019 Volunteers of the Year
Doris Dale Volunteers of the Year: Anuja Nath and Edie Williams

Youth Volunteers of the Year: Audrey, Kathryn, and Charlotte
(Girl Scout Troop 7050)

Animal Care Volunteer of the Year: Abby Tobas

Join us on our Great Escapes! (Page 7)
The Nature Center will be closed on
Good Friday, Easter Sunday,
Memorial Day, and July 3rd in
observance of Independence Day.
Trails are always open dawn to dusk.
www.briarbush.org

Many Thanks to All of our Dedicated and Amazing Volunteers!
215-887-6603

Briar Bush News and Information
New Board Members
Henry Geyer
Henry is a resident of the Ardsley community in Abington and has been a volunteer at Briar
Bush for over 40 years, starting when his daughter and son attended the former Ranger Rick
program. He has been on the Board previously where he served in different functions including the rolls of vice-president and president, and continues to volunteer for different programs. Henry has been recognized by Briar Bush with their Griscom Award and Volunteer
of the Year Award. A retired business manager for UPS, Henry also volunteers in a plethora
of civic programs including the Pennsylvania Senior Environment Corps, the Pennsylvania
Fish & Boat Commission, Abington Community Task Force, Boy Scouts, and the Executive
Committee of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. Henry and his wife, Nancy, also a volunteer at Briar Bush, enjoy the outdoors and
travelling.

Michele Kaczalek
Michele became an active member of Briar Bush Nature Center in 2000. She was elected
to the Board and to chair the Finance Committee in 2002, and served through 2017. Since
2002, she has been a member of the Abington Environmental Advisory Council where she
serves on the Program Committee and participates in the “Green Program.” Michele is a
contributing member of Pennypack Trust, and the Friends of Crosswicks Bird Sanctuary.
As of 2006, she chairs the Robert W. Montgomery Jr. Award which recognizes outstanding environmental project and activity leaders in our community. Michele also volunteers
as a Poll Worker and Minority Inspector. In 2011, Michele founded the Redeemer Valley
Garden Club which supplies local food cupboards and farmers’ markets with locally
grown fresh produce, and continues to support this organization. A loyal friend to Briar
Bush and a local leader in environmental conservation and preservation, Michele was honored with the Griscom Award in 2019.

Norman Marcus
Norman S. Marcus of Meadowbrook, PA is a licensed, professional engineer heavily involved in engineering design and operation for the American transit industry and railroads.
He represented Montgomery County before serving as the technical advisor for the SEPTA Citizens Advisory Committee. He is a transit consultant for the Philadelphia Region,
the New York City region with the New York State Metropolitan Transportation Authority, and other regions. Norman serves on many other boards including: Historic Germantown Preserved, Uptown Entertainment and Development Corporation, Meadowbrook
Bird Sanctuary, Abington’s Police Athletic League, PhilaLandmarks, and Ebenezer Maxwell Mansion where he also serves as treasurer. He chairs the Grumblethorpe House Committee and the ASM International Philadelphia chapter. Norman is an active member of
Germantown Historical Society and all Historic Germantown sites, Rydal-Meadowbrook
Civic Association, Wyncote Audubon Society, Old York Road Historical Society, Preservation Alliance, Society for the Preservation of Landmarks, American Society of Civil
Engineers, and Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. Norman has been associated with the
Friends of Briar Bush since the 1980’s serving on the Board for many terms; he serves on
the Governance Committee.
www.briarbush.org

2

215-887-6603

Briar Bush News and Information
In Memory of Our Beloved Friend, Craig Leypoldt
On February 13, 2020, we received the devastating news that Craig Leypoldt, retired Property Assistant at Briar Bush, passed away.
I remember meeting Craig on a cold, brisk day in January 2007. Craig wandered into Briar Bush and mentioned that he grew up in
Abington Township and had just retired from a long career with Abington School District. One of the first things on Craig’s list of
things to do was to walk every street in the township and that is how he ended up at
Briar Bush that day. We had a long chat and I gave him a volunteer application. Craig
started volunteering a few weeks later and that was the start of a long friendship. In
the summer of 2007, Craig joined the staff as the Property Assistant. Craig continued
to volunteer with weekly animal care. The staff envied the turtles because the salads
he made for them were spectacular! He was on our staff for 12 years and in January
2019, he decided to hand in his keys and retire. This past year Craig continued to support Briar Bush, attending events and staff parties. The staff appreciated Craig’s work
ethic, kindness, love of nature, and friendship. He was part of our Briar Bush family
and his life and this loss has had a great impact on all of us. The staff and volunteers
send our love and support to Craig’s family.
- Patti Platt

Save the Date

Help us create memories that strengthen relationships
between nature and families for years to come.

Patricia and her family enjoying
Magic Mornings circle time.

I can’t express enough
how grateful I am that
Briar Bush has afforded
me the opportunity to
build lasting memories
with my grandchildren
through exploring,
discovering, and
developing a love and
appreciation of nature.
- Patricia Dean

Give a Gift Today
www.briarbush.org/annual-appeal

Briar Bush Nature Center is a place that encourages the exploration of nature by engaging the
community through educational programming, 12-acres of natural space, a museum, and a bird
observatory in hopes of creating environmental stewardship. In support of this mission, the Friends
of Briar Bush Board has formed the Engagement Committee that will provide simple powerful
ways to advocate for nature conservation.
One of the most effective ways to voice a concern, involving no expense other than your time, is through direct
communication with local lawmakers via phone calls, letters, personal visits, and e-mails. To begin, formulate a concise
statement illustrating your concern; include a personal story and suggest solutions if possible. Always re-read the
communication before submitting the statement, and always follow up with your representative to ensure that your
concern has been heard.
www.briarbush.org
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Programs for All Ages
Family Nature Nights
For children with autism spectrum disorder, or other
sensory processing disorders, and their families.

Friday, April 24, 2020, 6pm-8pm
“Animal Homes”
Join the Briar Bush team for a fun night complete
with light dinner, animal shows, and interactive
stations relating to the theme of the night all at your own pace!
Program is FREE of charge!
To register, please call Briar Bush at (215) 887-6603.

EarthFest 2020

Sponsored by Child Development Foundation

Briar Bush’s Annual
Earth Day celebration!

Hot S’More Nights

Sunday, April 19, 2020
1pm-4pm

Bring your friends and family to Briar
Bush for nature-based fun! Join the Briar
Bush educators in games, activities, live animal
shows, guided hikes, and more all relating to the
theme of the night - and don’t forget to enjoy s’mores
around the campfire!

It’s the 50th anniversary of Earth Day!
Come celebrate with the whole family at Briar Bush!
Spend the day learning about our wonderful world
and protecting the earth. Activities will include:

Wednesdays in July and August
7pm-8:30pm

Spotted Lanternfly Egg Hunt
 Bottle Brick Upcycle Activity
 Planting a Butterfly Garden
 Briar Bush’s 2020 City Nature Challenge
 Our ever popular animal encounters!


$5 per person
July 1: Creatures of the Night (#1)
July 8: The Color of Night (#2)
July 15: All About Bears (#3)

No need to register; just show up!

July 22: Sensory Adventure (#4)
July 29: Owl Prowl (#5)
August 5: A Walk in the Woods at
Alverthorpe Park (#6)
Register at www.briarbush.org or (215) 887-6603.

www.briarbush.org
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Summer is a time when learning and play go hand-inhand. Briar Bush Summer Camps give your child(ren)
the opportunity to experience the wonders of nature
through scientific discovery, hikes, crafts, live animal
encounters, games, and free-play time.
Our 12.5 acres of forest serve as a rich oasis and perfect
summer camp setting in the middle of the suburbs. We
look forward to providing your child with memories full
of excitement, new experiences, nature exploration, and
all-around fun in the outdoors.

Week-long Camps June 1 - August 28, 2020
Register now at www.briarbush.org or call us for a brochure!
Itty Bitty Briars
Ages 2-4 with Adult
10:30am -11:30am
Seedlings Half-Day Camp
Ages 4-6
AM Session 9:30am -12pm
PM Session: 1pm-3:30pm
Saplings Full Day Camp
Ages 6-7
9:30am - 4pm
Full Day Camps for Ages 8-9
9:30am-4pm
Regional field trips!

Full Day Camps for Ages 10-12
9:30am-4pm
Regional field trips!
Overnight Camp
for Ages 11-15
9:30am-4pm
Overnight at Hickory Run State Park!
DON’T FORGET - MEMBERS GET DISCOUNTS AND ADVANCED REGISTRATION NEXT YEAR!
www.briarbush.org
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Programs for Children
Advance registration is required. Please register by the program number.
Members receive a 20% discount. Abington residents receive a 10% discount.

Magic Mornings

School’s Out? Get Outside!

2-4 year-olds with adult

Grades K-6th
9am - 3pm
$65 per child

10:30am - 11:30am
$10/class; $5/additional child in same household
Hey toddlers! Bring your favorite adult to Briar Bush for
walks, animals, crafts, games, stories and more. Each
week features a new theme, which repeats each day that
week (register for one day per week). Snack provided.
Wed

Thurs

Fri

March

4 (#73)
11 (#76)
18 (#79)
25 (#82)

5 (#74)
12 (#77)
19 (#80)
26 (#83)

6 (#75)
13 (#78)
20 (#81)
27 (#84)

April

1 (#85)
15 (#88)
22 (#91)
29 (#94)

2 (#86)
16 (#89)
23 (#92)
30 (#95)

3 (#87)
17 (#90)
24 (#93)

6 (#97)
13 (#100)
20 (#103)

7 (#98)
14 (#101)
21 (#104)

May

Extended Care available for an additional fee.
Attention parents: When school is not in session, your
children can spend a fun day at Briar Bush, exploring the
outdoors, hanging out with the animals, playing games,
and making nature crafts.
Participants should be prepared for the weather, and
come with a lunch and extra clothing/shoes. Participants
ages 8+ may travel in the Briar Bush van to local parks.
A snack is provided.

April

1 (#96)
8 (#99)
15 (#102)
22 (#105)

Date

Holiday

Program #

9
10
13
28

Spring Break
Spring Break
Spring Break
Primary Day

#122
#123
#124
#125

(The program # is in the parenthesis next to each date.)

Nature Pioneers
4-5 year-olds on their own
Wednesdays 1pm - 2 pm
Register for entire month-long series
5-day series $50; 4-day series $40; 3-day series $30

Children are invited to join us on their own (drop-off and
pick-up) for a month-long series of all-natural fun with
time spent both indoors and out.
Dates

Program #

Day

Mar.

4, 11, 18, 25

#112

Wed

Apr.

1, 8, 15, 22, 29

#113

Wed

May

6, 13, 20

#114

Wed

www.briarbush.org
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Programs for Adults
SAGE Sessions
Seasoned Adults Growing Environmentally
Join the Briar Bush staff for an afternoon discussion on interesting and relatable environmental topics.
Light refreshments will be served. Ample parking is available.
FREE for Fr iends of Br iar Bush and Aging at Home member s; all other par ticipants - $5 per session.
Sessions are select Fridays from 1pm-2pm at Br iar Bush Natur e Center .
Keystone Species, Mar ch 13, 2020

Presented by: Mark Fallon

The Keystone State got its nickname due to being the middle of the 13 original colonies that became the United States; it
played a key role in the economic, political, and social development of the nation. A plant or animal can similarly be the
key to the health and development of whole ecosystems. Come learn about how some special species hold nature together, including examples from right here in the Keystone State.
Earth Day, Apr il 24, 2020

Presented by: Ehren Gross

Save the Earth, we only have one! Learn practices of reduce, reuse, and recycle, and obtain new ways of living that will
better our environment. A little change to our daily lives will make a big impact to our world. We are all in this together.
Down and Dirty: What is Soil?, May 15, 2020

Presented by: Mark Fallon

Parents usually call it dirt. Gardeners refer to it as soil. But, what is it, really? In this program, we will get down to the
nitty-gritty, our noses (nearly) to the ground. We will stir up some answers on the mystery of soil using microscopes,
photos, and channeling a particular cooking show.

Great Escapes
Join us in exploring some natural and historic locations throughout the region. We’ll be traveling by Briar Bush van to
popular hotspots, local favorites and places well off the beaten path. If activity level is strenuous, it will be noted in the
trip description. Friends of Briar Bush Members receive a 20% discount. Abington residents receive a 10% discount.
Spring Blooms at Winterthur
Winterthur, DE
Thursday, April 16, 2020
9:00am-5:00pm
$50 | Program #203

Spring Show and Tour at Conrad Weiser Homestead
Womelsdorf, PA
Saturday, May 2, 2020
9:00am-5:00pm
$35 | Program #204

Winterthur is set amidst a 1,000acre preserve of rolling meadows
and woodlands. Designed by the du
Pont family over many generations,
its 60-acre garden is among America’s best, with magnificent specimen plantings and massive
displays of color. Join us to witness the early spring bloom.
We’ll explore areas such as the Azalea Woods, Sundial
Garden, Magnolia Bend, and Sycamore Hill. Spring is a
great time to come and enjoy the Winterthur Garden!

The Conrad Weiser
Homestead is a historic
site in Berks County, PA that interprets the life of Conrad
Weiser. An 18th century German immigrant, Weiser served
as an Indian interpreter and helped coordinate Pennsylvania's Indian policy; he played a major role in the history of
colonial Pennsylvania. Join us to explore this historic property, and to visit the Spring Show, hosted by Artisans in the
Park, featuring all types of crafted items for purchase!

Notes: Par ticipants will meet at Br iar Bush at 8:45am.
Notes: Par ticipants will meet at Br iar Bush at 8:45am. The group will arrive back at Briar Bush by 5:00pm. WalkThe group will arrive back at Briar Bush by 5:00pm. Walk- ing and standing over paved or uneven terrain will be reing and standing over paved or uneven terrain will be required to tour the homestead and Spring Show. Choose
quired to tour the museum and grounds. Choose weather
weather appropriate clothing and comfortable shoes to enappropriate clothing and comfortable shoes to ensure a
sure a great experience. Participants are responsible for
great experience. Participants are responsible for dining
craft/food purchases. Although this program is rain or
costs. Although this program is rain or shine, this trip is
shine, this trip is subject to cancellation due to severe
subject to cancellation due to severe weather.
weather.
www.briarbush.org
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Thank you to all who gave to
the Friends of Briar Bush’s 2018-2019 Capital Campaign.
You made the new Griscom Bird Observatory spectacular!
Abington Senior High School Student Council, Leigh and Carol Altadonna, Saul Axelrod,
Angel Belka, Scott Blanche, Brenda and Paul Branson, BJ and Howard Bronstein, Steve and
Debbie Cardullo, Dorothy Cassidy, Diane Castor, Mabel Clark, Wendy Clymer, Paul and
Patricia Conroy, Lea Della Vecchia, Eileen Delviscio, Joe and Clara Duffy, Pete and Jenny
Duskey, Sandra Fischer, Henry and Nancy Geyer, Our Friends from Gloria Dei Farms, Ed and
Iris Innes, Adam and Valerie Lieberman, Jenkinstown
Lyceum, David and Andrea Judge, Michele Kaczalek, Richard
and Judy Kaplan, Jane Kirchhoffer, Michael and Richa
Kleiman, Akhil Kulshreshtha, Anubha Kulshrestha, Steve and
Liz Leonard, Donald Maloney, Norman Marcus, Michael and
Lynne Markman, Henry Marron, Anuja Nath, Mary Kay and
Robert Rohde, Gray Safford, Karen Sharp, Ethan and Marcy
Simon, Amelia Sonsin, Josephine Tripodi, Maria Trois, Marge
and Steve Ulrich, Prafulia Verma, Doug and Maryanne
Wendell, Jane Wilson, John Zimmer, and many other
© Dantesattic
generous donors that would like to remain anonymous.
www.briarbush.org
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