M-F: 9am-5pm
Sat: 10am-5pm
Sun: 1pm-5pm
ADMISSION
Members: FREE
Abington residents: FREE
Adults: $3, Children 2 and older: $2

Become a Member and Receive:

 20% program discount
 Advance registration for summer camps
 Invitations to members-only events
 Discounted/free admission to select
nature centers across the nation and more!

Calendar starts on page 4

Check out our children’s programs
and programs for all ages!

Newsletter and Calendar
Citizen Science

by Senior Naturalist Mark Fallon

In the late 1990’s, I worked at an eco-tourism company in
Jackson Hole, Wyoming. We brought people all around the
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, mostly in search of “charismatic
megafauna” - bears, moose, elk, bison, wolves (reintroduced to
Yellowstone in 1995). But my coworkers and I did more than
drive a van, and so our clients were not just along for the ride.
During every trip, we collected data, whether locating a radio
collared pronghorn or picking up coyote scat (yes, people paid
for the privilege of scooping poop).
Our findings went to local biologists who didn’t have enough
time, money, or unpaid interns to be in the field every day. This
model has actually become a movement. Unbeknownst to any of
us, we were engaging in what would be known as “citizen
science.”

Join us on one of our Great Escapes!
Page 7
Friends of Briar Bush volunteers:
The annual holiday volunteer
recognition party is Thursday,
November 29 from 6-8pm.
Please RSVP to 215-887-6603.
Thank you for volunteering!

The Nature Center will be closed on
Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving,
Christmas and New Year’s Day.
Trails are always open
dawn to dusk.
www.briarbush.org

Coined in the 1990’s, the phrase most often describes laypeople
pulling together observations for professionals. One of the
earliest examples is Audubon’s Christmas Bird Count, a
tradition that started in 1900 by ornithologist Frank M. Chapman
as a protest against, and an alternative to, Christmas “side hunts”
where groups would choose “sides” and compete to kill the
largest pile of birds.
Today, citizen science has truly moved into the 21st century,
employing smartphone apps, supercomputers capable of handling
vast amounts of data, and artificial intelligence (AI) to help
regular folks learn to identify living things all around the globe. It
is a huge, if sadly rare, example of tech bringing out the best in
us. In fact, many more science initiatives are being shaped by
everyday citizens acting as partners to trained researchers and
even coming up with their own questions and projects.
Continued on page 2
215-887-6603

Briar Bush News and Information
28th Annual Feather Our Nest Auction and Gala Recap
The splendid halls of Cairnwood Estate were filled
with auction items, flowers, food and drink, costumeclad guests, clues, and clever conversations, as the
Friends of Briar Bush hosted its 28th Annual Feather
Our Nest, featuring the mystery of the missing Briar
Bush feathers. Over 160 people participated in the
party - eating, drinking, chatting, bidding, and
interrogating prime potential criminals. By the end of
the evening, guests were treated to an entertaining
final interrogation of the suspects, followed by a mad
chase by the inspectors to apprehend the culprit –
Colonel Gar-lique Mustard... He "did it all for Briar
Bush!" It does take a lot to “feather our nest” and
keep all the wonderful programming going.

A huge THANK YOU to all the
generous sponsors, our gold sponsor TD Bank;
our silver sponsors: BB&T, Elfant Wissahickon,
Lindy Communities, David and Andrea Judge,
Michele Kaczalek, Nancy Posel, Republic Bank,
Saul Ewing Arnstein and Lehr LLP; and many
others. Friends of Briar Bush board members,
events committee members, supporters, donors,
and the many volunteers all worked their magic to
make the party great fun.
Mark your calendars for next year’s
event, as we return to
Cairnwood Estate –
Friday, September 27, 2019.
Who knows what’s in store next year?
Stay tuned!

Citizen Science (cont.)
The information generated by these projects has been used by policy makers, land managers,
governments, and environmental advocates to make on-the-ground conservation decisions and
generate science-based models of complex global changes like climate change and mass extinction.
In the coming year, Briar Bush will be installing all new exhibits in our renovated Griscom Bird Observatory,
including a spotlight on eBird, one of the largest and longest running citizen science projects. So, rather than
playing PokemonGo, you could be out benefitting the planet, looking for plants, wildlife, stars and more! And
now that I have diabolically identified everyone over 65 by mentioning PokemonGo, I will just say that you
need NOT have a smartphone, or even a computer, to participate. In fact, one of our favorites is FeederWatch:
watching birds at feeders on a regular schedule in the winter. Do it in your yard or call us if you’d like to
volunteer to count at Briar Bush!
Continued on page 3
www.briarbush.org
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Briar Bush News and Information
Citizen Science (cont.)
Below are a few more favorites and some websites with thousands more. Now get out there and help
us change the world, for the advancement of science!


eBird.org - record bird sightings for Cornell Lab of Ornithology's global repository. Not great at
identifying birds? Try their app, Merlin Bird ID, it’s fantastic!



iNaturalist - an app and a website with thousands of projects utilizing the data. Take pictures of
literally any living thing anywhere. If you know what it is, great! If not, their AI technology can
suggest species, plus a huge online community reviews observations daily. This one can be more
addictive than PokemonGo, but that’s a good thing!



CitSci.org - another clearing house for projects plus tools for creating your very own research.



Zooniverse.org - an umbrella organization that brings together researchers, IT programmers, and
the public to create and maintain hundreds of projects.

New Board Members
Steve Cardullo
Steve is branch manager for Trumark Financial
Credit Union in Fort Washington. He’s no stranger
to Briar Bush, having served as a board member
and board chair when he worked for Abington
Bank. Steve has participated in the board's finance
committee for many years. Steve is known
throughout the region as an advocate of a strong
healthy community. He has encouraged banking
institutions to support many organizations.

Richard Kaplan

Matt Palmer
Matt enjoyed volunteering at Briar Bush in his
Junior and Senior years of high school. After studying at Temple and living in Japan for a year, he
became the site manager for Shofuso, the Japanese
house and garden in Fairmount park. Matt worked
closely with the program committee of the board
there and gained experience in the creation and
development of programs. He also has worked with
the Youth Arts Workshop at Asian Arts Initiative in
Chinatown. Currently, he lives in Rockledge, works
as an on-road supervisor for UPS, is an active
member of his local Citizens Climate Lobby chapter,
and enjoys taking hikes with his family whenever
possible.
www.briarbush.org
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Having an academic and pharmaceutical company
background, Richard is a dedicated environmental
advocate, volunteering for PennEnvironment and
Environmental Defense Fund. His main concern,
an existential one, is Climate Change. Richard
holds a Ph.D. in Pharmacology and did postdoctoral training and research in Teratology even
though his Bachelor’s degree was in English
Literature. Experienced in environmental law and
regulations, he has been an Adjunct Professor at
Arcadia for the last five years and teaches courses
in Human Biology and Environmental Science and
Policy.

Stephanie McKenna
Stephanie O’Neill McKenna is the Circulation
Manager at Horsham Township Library and has
lived in Abington Township for the past 9 years
with her husband and two children, both of which
have attended Briar Bush programs. She volunteers
with Wags Rescue & Referral, acting as Surrender
Coordinator and has fostered 54 dogs (and counting!) since 2015. Stephanie is an avid gardener,
scratch cook, and chicken wrangler with a particular
interest in native plants.
215-887-6603

Programs for All Ages
Family Nature Nights
For children with autism spectrum disorder, or other sensory processing disorders, and their families.

Friday, January 25, 2019, 6-8pm
“Senses in Nature”
Friday, April 26, 2019, 6-8pm
“Plant Parts”
Friday, October 25, 2019 6-8pm
“In the Sky”
Join the Briar Bush team for a fun night complete with light dinner, animal shows, and interactive stations
relating to the theme of the night - all at your own pace! There is no charge for Family Nature Nights.
Space is limited. Please call in advance to register.
Sponsored by Child Development Foundation and the Willow Foundation

For the whole family Children’s Programs

WinterFest

Got cabin fever? Have some snowy fun with
the whole family! Join us for winter-themes
activities, games, animal programs, and more.
Let’s hope for snow!

www.briarbush.org

School’s Out? Get Outside!
Attention parents! When school is not in session, have your
children explore the outdoors, hang out with the animals,
play games and do nature crafts at Briar Bush. Kindergarten
through sixth grade. 9am - 3pm. Price is $65 per child.
Before and After Care available at 8:30am and until 5pm for
an additional fee. Please register at least one week in
advance. Pack a lunch; snack provided.
Date

Holiday

Program #

Nov.

6

Election Day

#121

Jan.

21

MLK
Birthday

#122

Feb.

15
18

President’s
Day

#123
#124

Apr.

18
19
22

Spring
Break

#125
#126
#127

May

21

Primary Day

#128
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Children’s Programs (cont.)
Magic Mornings

Advance registration is required. Please register by program number. Members
receive a 20% discount. Abington residents receive a 10% discount.

2-4 year olds with adult
10:30 –11:30am
$10/class; $5/additional child in same household
Hey toddlers! Bring your favorite adult to Briar
Bush for walks, animals, crafts, games, stories and
more. Snack provided. Each week features a
different topic, which repeats each day that week.
Wed

Thurs

Fri

7 (#31)
14 (#34)
28 (#37)

1 (#29)
8 (#32)
15 (#35)
29 (#38)

2 (#30)
9 (#33)
16 (#36)
30 (#39)

December

5 (#40)
12 (#43)
19 (#46)

6 (#41)
13 (#44)
20 (#47)

7 (#42)
14 (#45)
21 (#48)

January

2 (#49)
9 (#52)
16 (#55)
23 (#58)
30 (#61)

3 (#50)
10 (#53)
17 (#56)
24 (#59)
31 (#62)

4 (#51)
11 (#54)
18 (#57)
25 (#60)

6 (#64)
13 (#67)
20 (#70)
27 (#73)

7 (#65)
14 (#68)
21 (#71)
28 (#74)

6 (#76)
13 (#79)
20 (#82)
27 (#85)

7 (#77)
14 (#80)
21 (#83)
28 (#86)

1 (#75)
8 (#78)
15 (#81)
22 (#84)
29 (#87)

3 (#88)
10 (#91)
24 (#94)

4 (#89)
11 (#92)
25 (#95)

5 (#90)
12 (#93)
26 (#96)

1 (#97)
8 (#100)
15 (#103)
22 (#106)

2 (#98)
9 (#101)
16 (#104)
23 (#107)

3 (#99)
10 (#102)
17 (#105)
24 (#108)

November

February

March

April

May

Nature Pioneers
4-5 year olds on their own
Wednesdays 1–2 pm (Register for entire series)
5-day series $50; 4-day series $40;
3-day series $30.
Preschoolers are invited for a month-long series of
all-natural fun, with time spent both inside and out.

1 (#63)
8 (#66)
15 (#69)
22 (#72)

Dates

Program #

Day

Nov.

7, 14, 21, 28

#111

Wed

Dec.

5, 12, 19

#112

Wed

Jan.

2, 9, 16, 23, 30

#113

Wed

Feb.

6, 13, 20, 27

#114

Wed

Mar.

6, 13, 20, 27

#115

Wed

Apr.

3, 10, 17, 24

#116

Wed

May

1, 8, 15, 22

#117

Wed

Program numbers are in parentheses next to date

www.briarbush.org
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Programs for Adults
SAGE (Seasoned Adults Growing Environmentally)
All Sessions take place at Briar Bush Nature Center from 1pm -2pm.
Friends of Briar Bush and Aging at Home Members: FREE; Non-Members: $5
November 2018 – Melissa Eldridge
Turkey Talk
Friday, November 9, 2018
The side dishes may vary from house to
house, but in most homes, you’ll find turkey at
the table on Thanksgiving Day. Why did turkey become
a Thanksgiving staple? First, learn more about these
interesting creatures, then find out why they end up on
our dinner tables!

December 2018 – Mark Fallon
Citizen Science: WE WANT YOU… to gather data!
Friday, December 14, 2018
All over the globe, laypeople are gathering more and
more scientific data and even creating research projects
of their own. The masses of data produced can give us
important looks into our world and beyond, shaping
policies and management practices. Naturalist
Mark Fallon will talk about the evolution of
this trend as well as showcase several
projects.

January 2019 – Ehren Gross
Animal Signs in Winter
Friday, January 11, 2019

We may not see as many animals during the winter
as we do during the warmer months, but that doesn’t
mean they aren’t here. Animals leave clues of their
presence in the form of tracks, scat, fur, feathers,
bones, and even holes. Learn how to search for these
clues and identify which animal left them behind!

Feb 2019 – Melissa Eldridge
Illuminating the Problem of the Spotted Lanternfly
Friday, February 1, 2019

You’ve probably been hearing about the Spotted
Lanternfly, an invasive insect that has the potential to
impact the grape, hops, and logging industries in the
United States. Learn how to identify the eggs,
immatures, and adults and find out what to do about
them!

March 2019 – Ehren Gross
Lamb or Lion
Friday, March 8, 2019

You may have heard that March comes in like a lion
and goes out like a lamb. Today, we’ll talk about all
aspects of weather: clouds, precipitation, wind,
storms, and more. Let’s hope for good weather!

April 2019 – Mark Fallon
A Watery World:
Watersheds, Storm Water, and a Changing Planet
Friday, April 12, 2019

How does water move through our human habitat?
Naturalist Mark Fallon will discuss elements of the
water cycle and how it applies to your property,
drinking water, and regional environmental health.
Climate predictions for our region include greater
overall precipitation as well as more intense
precipitation. Put simply, it’s going to get wetter.
Come find out what this might mean for you!

May 2019 – Katie Fisk

Are You Gonna Eat That?
Friday, May 24, 2019

Sure, we all know about meat eaters, plant eaters,
and nectar-sipping hummingbirds and butterflies, but
animals' culinary tastes go far beyond these simple
cravings. Decomposing plants, dung, bone marrow,
even feathers are all on the menu in the animal
world. Grab a plate of snacks and learn about the
strange and unusual diets of animals!
www.briarbush.org
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Great Escapes

Join us in exploring some natural and historic locations throughout the
region. We’ll be traveling by Briar Bush van to popular hotspots, local
favorites and places well off the beaten path. If activity level is
strenuous, it will be noted in the trip description. Members receive a
20% discount. Abington residents receive a 10% discount.

Start the holiday season in
Pennsylvania Dutch style!
Green Lane, PA
Sat, December 1, 2018
9am – 3pm
$55 | Program #204

Middle Creek Wildlife Area
Stevens, PA
Sat, Feb 23, 2019
7:30am – 4pm
$55 | Program #206

We’ll begin this journey with a visit to the Mennonite
Heritage Center that showcases traveling exhibits and a
permanent Fraktur exhibit. They will have a farm
market and craftsman with items available for the
holidays. After that, we’ll head to the Folklife Museum
at Red Men’s Hall where we’ll be delighted with
traditional Christmas decorations added to collections
of PA Dutch furniture, tools, and textiles. We’ll visit
the Country Store Museum next door. Buy your
holiday gifts at the Market of handmade gifts, vintage
Christmas decorations, vintage books, and postcards. If
you are hungry, take advantage of the roasted peanuts
and chestnuts, cookies, candy and baked goods.
Kum Esse- hot beverages, soups, and sandwiches are
available.

Pennsylvania Farm Show
Harrisburg, PA
Sun, January 6, 2019
8am – 5pm
$30 | Program #205

We’ll meet Wyncote Audubon members in
the visitors’ center to start our journey around
the loop road. If the road isn’t open, we’ll
navigate around the local fields and ponds.
There’s plenty of migrating birds and often
thousands of snow geese and swans, though
this is all weather-dependent. Bring your
lunch and binoculars. If you’d like to borrow
binoculars, just let us know.

D. Menke/FWS

New Jersey Flower Show
Edison, NJ
Fri, April 26, 2019
8:30am – 5pm
$55 | Program #207

Pennsylvania Farm Show is the largest indoor agricultural exposition under one roof in the nation, with nearly 6,000 animals, 10,000 competitive exhibits and 300
commercial exhibits every year. From butter sculptures,
to honeybees, clothing competitions to llamas and draft
horses- The PA Farm Show offers something for everyone, young and old, farmers and non-farmers, foodies
and just people who like to have fun. Aside from food
and entertainment, the annual event offers the public an
opportunity to get an up-close view of how our food
goes from farm to fork, and learn about the diversity of
Pennsylvania agriculture.

You’ve been to the Philadelphia Flower
Show, its always wonderful- but its gotten a
little too crowded. This one’s smaller than
the PHS show with a lot of good stuff! “A
Magical Adventure,” this “Show within a
Show” will showcase hundreds of colorful
exhibits, judged by nationally accredited
judges, displaying New Jersey’s best in
floral design, artistic crafts, horticulture and
more. The show includes vendors, seminars,
shops, and food. What better way to spend
Arbor Day?

Wear comfortable walking shoes. Lunch is available
for purchase.
www.briarbush.org
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Briar Bush Summer Camp Member Registration begins January 28, 2019
Open Registration begins February 25, 2019
Camps fill quickly, with some filling up before Open Registration.
Register your child today! If you are registering for the first time,
please sign your child (not yourself) up as the camp participant.
If you are becoming a new member, please do that first,
and then sign your child up as a camp participant.
Don’t forget to take your member discount!
Call us at 215-887-6603 for more information, or if you need help registering.
Not a member? J oin online today at www.briarbush.org or call us at
215-887-6603 and start receiving benefits and discounts.
www.briarbush.org
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